
 

 

 

 



 

Caribbean Dream 

By: Rachel Isadora 

Publisher: Puffin; (July 8, 2002) 

Pgs. 32  

Lexile: 230L Age Range: 3-6  Grade Level: 1.4 

GRL: C  DRA: 3-4 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level:  Entering/Emerging 

ISBN-13: 978-0698119444 

 

Description of the book:  This book celebrates the simple joys of a Caribbean child’s life.  

The author uses poetic text to highlight typical island activities. It features vibrant 

watercolor pictures and things children love to do such as hiding at the market, 

swimming at the shore, fishing, sailing, and running on the beach. The pictures are 

realistic and really bring meaning to the text.  It also includes scenes from their lives on 

the island including play, school, and relationships with others.  Students from this area 

of the world will find it easy to make connections while reading this book.  This book is 

good for ELLs because of the beautiful/realistic pictures presented and the connections 

students can make to children and children of the Caribbean. 

Resources: 

http://lessonplanspage.com/lacaribbeandreamascharacterusingstoryverbs15-htm/ 

Isadora, R. (2002). Caribbean dream. New York, NY: Puffin. [ISBN-13-978-0698119444 

 



Down by the River 

By: Grace Hallworth & illustrated by: Caroline Binch 

Publisher: Frances Lincoln Children's Books, (May, 2011) and 
Scholastic (1996) 

Pgs. 32 

Age Range: 2-5  Grade Level: 2-4 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA: Entering-Emerging 

ISBN-13: 978-1847800824 

 

Description of the book: This book provides a collection of traditional Caribbean games, 

rhymes, and songs.  The illustrations are bright, colorful, and lifelike.  This book could 

easily be incorporated into lessons about the Caribbean so students can experience 

what others their age do for fun in other countries.  It will also give students from the 

area an opportunity to make connections and share more information.  This book is 

good for ELLs because of the incorporation of rhymes and songs.  It will help them learn 

a new concept with a fun and interesting approach. 

Resources: 

http://vanessaelena.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/5/4/23545428/5_unit_lesson_plan.pdf 

http://commoncore2012.homestead.com/grade_level_files/second/reading/third_quarter
/Microsoft_Word_-_Poetry_Unit_-_2.pdf 

http://www.rootsofrhythm.net/documents/ROR_RecommendedReading.pdf 

 

Hallworth, G. & Binch, C. (2011). Down by the river: Afro-Caribbean rhymes, games, 
and songs for children. London, England: Frances Lincoln Children's Books. [ISBN-13: 
978-184780082 



 

 

Next Stop: The Caribbean 

By: Ginger McDonnell 

Publisher: Teacher Created Materials: (August 2011) 

Pgs. 24 

Lexile: 610L Age Range: 6-10   Gradel level: 2-3 

Language: Available in English & Spanish (see link below) 

WIDA Level: Emerging-Developing  

ISBN-13: 978-1433336126 

Description of the book: This book is all about exploring the Caribbean. It provides 

information on food, exotic animals, and island life.  It features maps, charts, 

photographs, and colorful pictures.  Throughout this book you will also see/learn about 

some of the islands, beaches, and beautiful scenery. This book can be purchased in a 

bundle including 6 books and a lesson plan. This book is great for ELLs because of the 

visuals and presentation of text.  It is organized which will help ELLs obtain the 

information along with the visuals to back up the text. 

Resources: 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/TIME-For-Kids-Nonfiction-Readers-Early-

FluentNext-StopThe-Caribbean-Enhanced-eBook-177858 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Proxima-parada-El-Caribe-Next-Stop-

The-Caribbean-eBook-1193211 

McDonnell, G. (2011). Next stop: the Caribbean. LA, California: Teacher Created 
Materials. [ISBN-13: 978-1433336126] 

 



What’s it Like to Live in: Jamaica 

By: Ali Brownlie 

Publisher: Waterbird Books (2003) 

Pgs: 32 

Age Range: 5-8   Grade Level: K+ 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level: Developing 

ISBN-13: 978-1577688778 

 

Description of the book: This book explains all there is to know about Jamaica.  It is 

divided up by topic, which makes it reader friendly.  Each topic only consists of 1-2 

pages, which I think will benefit all types of readers.  There are beautiful photos of the 

island, detailed maps, bold text, and captions next to the pictures.  In the last few pages 

of the book it features a scrapbook page with some everyday things you may find in 

Jamaica, a glossary, index, and a further information page.  This book is perfect for 

ELLs.  It consists of real photographs and other visuals to assist the text.  It is also not 

an overwhelming amount of information to read, making it appealing to the student. 

Resources: 

http://www.sln.org.uk/geography/Documents/primary/Some%20Story%20and%20non-

fiction%20books.pdf 

Brownlie, A. (2003). What’s it like to live in Jamaica. Columbus, OH: Waterbird Books. 
[ISBN-13: 978-1577688778] 

 

 

 



My Little Island 

By: Frane Lessac 

Publisher: HarperCollins 

Pgs: 48 

Lexile: 640L Age Range: 6-8       Grade Level: 3.6 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level: Emerging-Developing 

ISBN-13: 978-0064431460 

 

Description of the book: This book takes you on a journey with a boy and his friend to the Caribbean 

island of Montserrat.  The boy has returned to visit and explore his roots.  As you read this book, you will 

feel like you are on an actual tour of the island.  The boy takes you through the main town where fresh 

fruits and vegetables are sold, interacts with the friendly people, and raves about the fresh fish coming 

right off the locals’ boats.  He also explores the wild forests and volcano with his friend.  The pictures are 

bright and cartoon like but definitely portray the image of the island.  Although fiction, this book really 

captures the look, feeling, and culture of the island.  This book is also featured on Reading Rainbow (see 

link below).  This book is great for ELLs because of the connections that can be made and the lessons 

that can come out of this.  The little boy gives the reader a tour of everything he loves about where he 

came from.  ELLs can connect with this and share what they may love about where they come from.  With 

the book being available on Reading Rainbow, it creates a visual/auditory experience for the students as 

well. 

Resources: 

http://vimeo.com/6241183 

http://www.franelessac.com/docs/teachersnotes/My%20Little%20Island.pdf 

http://www.franelessac.com/books/little-island.htm 

http://www.ngreach.com/leveledbookfinder/pdfs/reach/e/pdf/rch_e_lessons_3_h_fwo.pdf 

 

Lessac, F. (1987). My little island. New York, NY: Harper Collins. [ISBN-13: 978-0064431460] 

 



Feliz Nochebuena, Feliz Navidad: Christmas Feasts of the 
Hispanic Caribbean 

By: Maricel Presilla & illustrated by: Ismael Ferrer 

Publisher: Henry Holt and Co. 

Pgs.: 32 

Age Range: 5-8  Grade Level: 1.2 

Language: Written in English but Spanish terms incorporated. 

WIDA Level: Emerging-Developing 

ISBN-13: 9780805049053 

Description of the book: This book offers an explanation of how Christmas has been 

celebrated in the Hispanic Caribbean.  It includes tasty recipes, history, and family 

stories through the islands of Cuba, Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico.  The author 

and her father incorporate their memories and how they used to celebrate Christmas in 

their homeland.  It is a great mix of family history and culture.  The book features bright 

pictures, recipes, and a glossary.  This book would be a high interest book for ELLs.  

With the high population of Spanish natives, they can make real life connections to the 

food, traditions, and family history. 

Resources: 

http://teachers.yale.edu/curriculum/viewer/new_haven_98.05.08_u 

http://www.maricelpresilla.com/ 

 

Presilla, M & Ferrer, I. (1996). Feliz Nochebuena, Feliz Navidad: Christmas feasts of the 
Hispanic Caribbean. New York, NY: Henry Holt and Co.. [ISBN-13: 9780805049053] 

 



J is for Jamaica 

By: Benjamin Zephaniah & illustrated by: Prodeepta Das 

Publisher: Frances Lincoln Children’s Books 

Pgs. 32 

Age Range: 5-7 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level: Developing-Expanding 

ISBN-13: 978-1845076092 

 

Description of the book: Through poetry, rhyming, and the alphabet, this book 

showcases Jamaica’s colorful diversity.  It will help students explore some of the sights, 

sounds, and tastes of Jamaica.  Each letter represents a different part of the Caribbean 

island.  It features photographs so the students will really be able to capture the culture 

and feeling of Jamaica.  This is a great book for ELLs because of the presentation.  

With a letter representing a fact, it will make it more meaningful as well as easier for the 

student to remember. 

Resources: 

http://open.tean.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/123456789/587/Resource_1.pdf?sequence=1 

http://bekiict.wikispaces.com/Books 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/view/29226 

 

Zephaniah, B & Das, P. (2011). J is for Jamaica. London, UK: Frances Lincoln 
Children’s Books. [ISBN-13: 978-1845076092 

 



Countries Around the World: Haiti 

By: Elizabeth Raum 

Publisher: Heinemann-Raintree (2011) 

Pgs: 48 

Age Range: 9-12       Lexile: 900L Grade Level: 5.8 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level:  Bridging 

ISBN-13: 978-1432952303 

 

Description of the book:  This book explores Haiti on all levels.  Not only does it 

describe the land and people, but the history, government and culture as well.  There 

are beautiful photographs of present day and drawings of their history.  It features bold 

text, maps, charts, and even a traceable flag.  The text is split up according to category, 

which makes it reader friendly.  The book set up and meaningful pictures/text makes 

this book a great choice for ELLs. 

Resources: 

http://books.google.com/books?id=S1irNmF0gmIC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_g

e_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false 

http://www.elizabethraum.net/files/Home.html 

Raum, E. (2011). Countries around the world: Haiti. Chicago, IL: Heinemann-Raintree. 
[ISBN-13: 978-1432952303] 

 

 

     

 



 

Cuba 

By: Christine & David Petersen 

Publisher: Children’s Publisher (2001) 

Pgs: 48 

Age Range: 8-11 Lexile: 820L   Grade Level: 4-5 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level: Expanding 

ISBN-13: 978-0516273587 

 

Description of the book: This book investigates the country of Cuba.  It explores the 

geography, people, wildlife, culture, and food.  It includes photographs that capture the 

true beauty of the country and it’s culture.  The book also includes many reader friendly 

features such as sidebars, glossary, index, the “find out more” section, and internet 

sites.  It is perfect for intermediate and middle school readers. All of its traits will 

definitely attract and interest young readers.  The variety of features this book offers 

makes it perfect for English Language Learners. 

Resources: 

http://www.christinepetersen.com/books-for-children-and-young-adults.html 

Petersen, C & D. (2001). True books: Cuba. New York, NY: Children’s press. [ISBN-13: 
978-0516273587] 

 

 

 

 



Life in the Sea: The Caribbean Sea 

By: Leighton Taylor 

Publisher: Blackbirch Press; 1 edition (July 31, 1998) 

Pgs: 48 

Age Range: 8 and up Lexile: 830L Grade Level: 4.6 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA: Expanding-Bridging 

ISBN-13: 978-1567112443 

 

Description of the book: This book takes the students on an adventure through the 

Caribbean Sea.  It features beautiful photographs accompanied by text showing the 

organisms, environments, and diversity in the sea.  This book also helps students 

strengthen map skills and academic language.  It includes and index and glossary.  This 

would be a great choice for ELLs because it offers a variety of features, rich vocabulary, 

and opportunities to strengthen academic skills. 

Resources:  

http://www.caribbeans.com/1books/booksphotos.htm 

http://theteacherscabinet.com/documents/TheCay.pdf 

Taylor, L. (1998). The Caribbean sea. Farmington Hills, MI: Blackbirch Press. [ISBN-13: 
978-1567112443] 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Living on a Caribbean Island 

By: Louise Spilsbury 

Publisher: Raintree (2007) 

Pgs: 32 

Age Range: 8 and up Lexile Level: 660L Grade Level: 3.7 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA: Developing-Expanding 

ISBN-13: 978-1410928191 

 

Description of the book: This book focuses on life on the Caribbean island of 

Guadeloupe.  It talks about the language, recreation, food, clothing, music, and dancing.  

It also gives information about the geography of the island like the weather and 

beaches.  The bright and colorful photographs in this book really showcase this culture.   

This book really explores culture which gives ELLs the perfect opportunity to share 

details about their culture and make connections to the text. 

Resources: 

http://www.jacketflap.com/louise-spilsbury/97730 

Spilsbury, R & L. (2007). Life on a Caribbean island. Hampshire, UK: Raintree. [ISBN-
13: 978-1410928191] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Looking at Countries: The Caribbean (Revised and updated) 

By: Jillian Powell Publisher: Franklin Watts LTD. (2010)  Pgs. 32 

Age Range: 9-12 Lexile Level: 950L Grade Level 5.2  GRL: L 

Language: Available in English and Spanish 

WIDA: Expanding ISBN-13: 978-0749696467 

Looking at Caribbean Countries (original) 

By: Jillian Powell Publisher: Gareth Stevens Publishing (2007)  Pgs. 32 

Age Range: 9-12  Lexile Level: 950L Grade Level: 5.2 GRL: L 

Language: Available in English and Spanish 

WIDA: Expanding ISBN-13: 978-0836876741 

 

Description of the book: This book takes you on journey to experience what life is like in 

the Caribbean.  It talks about the weather, landscape, people, and place.  It features 

vibrant photographs that really capture the beauty and culture of some of the islands.  

Great features in this book include vocabulary highlighted, bold words, maps, diagrams, 

fun facts, a glossary, and web sites for further information.  This book is great for ELLs 

because of the features it offers and the presentation of the text. 

Resources: 
http://books.google.com/books?id=Z4i3C4Tox9UC&pg=PA2&lpg=PA2&dq=looking+at+
caribbean+countries+by+jillian+powell&source=bl&ots=-
STEHIL_JH&sig=9c8542sJRRuK0J4GHXRQR5CtzLs&hl=en&sa=X&ei=ZbukU7T2Dc-
TqAb_6oLoAw&ved=0CD0Q6AEwBA#v=onepage&q=looking%20at%20caribbean%20c
ountries%20by%20jillian%20powell&f=false 

Powell, J. (2007). Looking at Caribbean countries. New York,NY: Garth Stevens 
Publishing. [ISBN-13: 978-0836876741] 

Powell, J. (2010). Looking at countries: the Caribbean. London, England: Franklin Watts 
LTD.. [ISBN-13: 978-0749696467] 

 

 



 

My Grandpa and the Sea 

By: Katherine Orr 

Publisher: First Avenue Editions 

Pgs: 32 

Age Range: 6-9  Lexile: 690L  Reading Level: 2 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA: Developing-Expanding 

ISBN-13: 978-0876145258 

Description of the book: This story takes place on the Island of St. Lucia.  Grandpa is a 

local fisherman on the island but his passion takes a turn as new technology and boats 

take over.  Grandpa sticks to his roots and finds something else he can do with his 

talent and love for the Sea.  Although fiction, this book does talk about the jobs, people, 

food, and island life.  It also promotes values and life lessons the students can really 

connect to.  The pictures are bright and colorful capturing some of St. Lucia’s beauty.  

This book is great for ELLs because of the bright and beautiful pictures and values 

presented in the story.  I think students especially from the Caribbean area can make 

connections to many of the ideas, lessons, and values in this story. 

Resources:  

http://www.tidec.org/further-reading-reflections/stories-place-and-sustainable-
development 

http://www.meen.org.uk/Assets/Documents/3676SSTR_World%20on%20Plate_PRI.pdf 

http://www.effectiveteachingsolutions.com/writingworkshopnd.htm 

Orr, K. (1991). My grandpa and the sea. Minneapolis, MN: First Avenue Editions. [ISBN-
13: 978-0876145258] 

 



Exploring the Dominican Republic with the five themes of 
Geography. 

By: Amy Marcus 

Publisher: Rosen Publishing Group (2005) 

Pgs: 24 

Age Range: 9-12  Grade Level: 6.4 

Language: Available in English 

WIDA Level:  Developing-Expanding 

ISBN-13: 978‐0823946310 

Description of the book: This book explores the Dominican Republic with the five 

themes of Geography.  This book is beneficial to Ells because it takes a concept they 

already know and applies it to a new concept/topic.  It features bold text, highlighted 

vocabulary, pictures and maps.  It also has a glossary, index, and web sites for 

reference.  The features this book offers would also be of value to English Language 

Learners. 

Resources: 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson071.shtml 

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=aWiSmKtScggC&pg=PA2&lpg=PA2&dq=Exploring+t
he+Dominican+Republic+with+the+Five+Themes+of+Geography+%28Library+of+the+
Western+Hemisphere%29&source=bl&ots=TFYgQEwDES&sig=u089uQ68R2W5v54qz
YkClG5kV0M&hl=en&sa=X&ei=ccCkU7O_PIeOyATjloKIDQ&ved=0CDgQ6AEwAw#v=o
nepage&q=Exploring%20the%20Dominican%20Republic%20with%20the%20Five%20T
hemes%20of%20Geography%20%28Library%20of%20the%20Western%20Hemispher
e%29&f=false 

Marcus, A. (2005). Exploring the Dominican Republic with the five themes of 
geography. NY, NY: Rosen Publishing Group. [ISBN-13: 978-0823946310] 

 

 

 



The Caribbean 

By: Ginger McDonnell 

Publisher: Teacher Created Materials: (2008) 

Pgs. 20 

Lexile: 600L Age Range: 6-9  Grade Level: 2.1 

Language: Available in English & Spanish 

WIDA Level: Emerging-Developing  

ISBN-13: 978-0743983457 

 

Description of the book: This book explores the various islands of the Caribbean.  It also 

talks about some of the different plants and animals that inhabit the different islands.  

This book provides the reader with bright and unique photographs as well as maps and 

rich vocabulary.  It talks about some of the many customs and traditions that are 

celebrated throughout different islands. This book is great for ELLs because of the 

visuals and presentation of text.  It is organized which will help ELLs obtain the 

information along with the visuals to back up the text. 

Resources: 

www.timeforkids.com 

McDonnell, G. (2008). Time for kids: the Caribbean. LA, California: Teacher Created 
Materials. [ISBN-13: 978-0743983457] 

 

 

Other Suggested readings:  

Leeward Islands by: Lisa Kozelski 

Windward Islands by: Tamra Orr 

I am the Virgin Islands by: Tiphanie Yanique 



 




